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vows of chastity; (5) the continuance of private masses;
(6) the use of confession. It will be seen that these main-
tain a great part of the essentials of the old faith. Having
added the penalty of death for the first infraction of the first
article, and for the second breach of any of the others,
Parliament felt comfortably assured that under no circum-
stances could those who kept the Six Articles be accused of
being heretics.
This extremely definite declaration against any attempt to
change doctrine was followed by the downfall of Cromwell.
In 1539 he had wished to strengthen the Protestant princes cromweii
in Germany by an English alliance, and he persuaded the aTrotesf-
King to promise to marry Anne, sister of the Duke of Cleves. Suance
The alliance broke down;  but Henry, who had now been
wifeless for four years, determined to keep his promise.
Anne had been represented to him as beautiful;  she was,
however, exceedingly plain, and though Henry manfully
went through with the marriage, he at once procured a
divorce from his " Flanders mare ".   He showed his an- HIS
noyance with  Cromwell;   and  Cromwell's  enemies, thefailure
nobles with Norfolk at their head, at once turned on him. HIS
He was attainted on an absurd charge of treason and exe- executlon
cuted (1540).    (Note 43.)
Little calls for notice between 1540 and 1547. The war
with Scotland falls in its place in the chapter on Scottish
history. The King married twice more: first, Catharine
Howard, and then, after her execution for misconduct,
Catharine Parr. In order to make it easier for the govern-
ment to pay its debts, the coiriage was much debased; but
the effects of that measure belong to the reign of Edward
VI. Almost the last thing that the King did was to cause the
Earl of Surrey (Norfolk's son) to be put to death for aiming
at the Crown.
So the reign ended as it had begun -7- with the headsman's
axe: and in truth this political engine, with its less digni-
fied helpmeet the halter, is so prominent that we are tempted